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Morbidity is related to a green living environment
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Background: Due to increasing urbanisation people face the prospect of
 
living in environments with

few green spaces. There is increasing
 
evidence for a positive relation between green space in

people's
 
living environment and self-reported indicators of physical

 
and mental health. This study

investigates whether physician
 
assessed morbidity is also related to green space in people's

 
living

environment.

Methods: Morbidity data were derived from electronic medical records
 
of 195 general practitioners in

96 Dutch practices, serving
 
a population of 345,143 people. Morbidity was classified by

 
the general

practitioners according to the International Classification
 
of Primary Care (ICPC). The percentage of

green space within
 
a one kilometre and three kilometre radius around the postal

 
code coordinates

was derived from an existing database and was
 
calculated for each household. Multilevel logistic

regression
 
analyses were performed controlling for demographic and socio-economic

 
characteristics.

Morbidity is related to a green living environment -- Maas et... http://jech.bmj.com/cgi/content/short/jech.2008.079038v1...

1 of 2 10/29/09 1:24 PM



EISSN 1470-2738

ISSN 0143-005X

Contact us | Website terms & conditions | Revenue sources | Privacy policy | Home | Top

Copyright © 2009 by the BMJ Publishing Group Ltd. All rights reserved.

Morbidity is related to a green living environment -- Maas et... http://jech.bmj.com/cgi/content/short/jech.2008.079038v1...

2 of 2 10/29/09 1:24 PM


